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THE COAST OF CALIFORNIA IS  PRIZED not only for its scenic beauty

but also for the abundance of marine mammals and other living

things found there. Along the coast, visitors may see whales, sea lions,

and birds as well as bobcats and elk. However, there are many plants

and animals that are harder to spot. In fact the presence of hundreds

of coastal inhabitants was completely unknown until recently. In 

its third year the Tomales Bay Biodiversity Inventory (TBBI) made

considerable progress in the basic but essential task of describing the

biodiversity of Tomales Bay, a coastal estuary located on the central

California coast approximately 40 miles (64 km) northwest of San

Francisco. As of October 2005, the inventory had recorded 2,008

species, a 24% increase from the 1,623 species documented just two

years earlier.

Partnership is a big part of the success of this effort. The TBBI is

supported by the Tomales Bay Biodiversity Partnership, an organiza-

tion of community members and scientists dedicated to fostering 

a deeper understanding of the life of Tomales Bay. Cooperation for

research and management of the bay, which abuts land owned or

managed by various public and private entities, has been established

among more than 40 organizations and individuals, including Point

Reyes National Seashore, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, 

the California Department of Parks and Recreation, and the Marin

County Parks and Open Space District. At the watershed level, the

Tomales Bay Watershed Council is a collaborative group of organiza-

tions and businesses working to protect and restore the waters and

lands of the watershed. The Pacific Coast Science and Learning

Center, located at Point Reyes National Seashore, supports the inven-

tory by hosting a full-time GIS specialist, a position made possible by

a generous grant from the Marin Community Foundation.

In this context the TBBI coordinates its efforts with partners to

combine targeted research and data management activities intended

to help inform and guide management efforts. Data management

coincides with new data collection and experiments that grow out of

ongoing inventories and taxonomic work for fish, marine inverte-

brates, and algae. Several new research programs are designed to

directly inform management. These efforts include research on native

oyster population ecology, the impacts of invasive snails on biodiver-

sity, and the effects of algal blooms on native eelgrass, a foundational

species that provides forage for many fishes, invertebrates, and water-

birds in the bay.

Tomales Bay Biodiversity Inventory: A successful partnership in action
By Ben Becker and Joe Kinyon

As of October 2005, the inventory had recorded 
2,008 species, a 24% increase from the 1,623 species
documented just two years earlier.

Tomales Bay, California, is the site of an ongoing biodiversity inventory that
includes participation of the Pacific Coast Science and Learning Center at Point
Reyes National Seashore, the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, and many
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